Expectancy Violation Theory
To many, receiving an unexpected present would appear to be always a pleasant experience. I can attest that this is not so. I had just graduated high school and was attending a new church in my neighborhood. A few of my friends warned me about James, a disturbing man who was known to sit and watch women and then follow them around the church without saying much. Apparently James had his eye on me and either I was too naïve, or just chose not to notice, because I never saw what follows coming.
I was sitting at home with my parents one evening when who else but James rang my doorbell. When I answered he said, “Is Elise Hughes here?” Um, first clue to slam the door in his face! But being the naïve young girl that I was, I told him that I was in fact “Elise Hughes.” He proceeded to rip out a pair of Easter egg earrings and tell me, “You are the most beautiful girl; I love your smile. I just wanted to give you these.” Then he just turned and walked away. Needless to say I was incredibly creeped out for a number of reasons, not the least of which was that he knew where I lived and yet didn’t even recognize me. 
Forget the fact that James was a little psychotic and focus on the fact that I had spoken to him maybe twice in my life up to this point. Consider if the situation had been different and say it was my (now) husband who had shown up on my door with a gift. Even had I only spoken to him a couple of times, this would have been a flattering surprise! I wouldn’t have thought it was creepy in the least; rather, I would have been heartened by the gesture. I would have wanted to see more of him. But after James left I had an even worse impression of him than before. I avoided him at church at all costs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes the unexpected can be a welcoming surprise; but only if the person doing the unexpected is agreeable!   
